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Come to end of what is arguably the greatest, most
influential letter ever written in all of the world’s history or
literature. Not a short letter, in fact usually refer to it as a “book”
– the book of Romans.
We’ve spent two and a half years studying it verse-byverse! May seem like a long, long time, but my friend John Piper
(now retired) who is much more thorough than I am – took seven
and a half years to preach through the book in Bethlehem Baptist
Church in Minneapolis. James Boice took eight years and
preached 239 sermons. So in comparison, we’ve flown through it!
How can we sum up everything we’ve covered?
Maybe you remember your composition teacher giving
you an assignment of summarizing a magazine or newspaper
article you’ve read or a movie you’ve seen. (For those of you still
in school, might have been in last few weeks, for others it may be
a bit harder to remember back fifty or sixty years or more).
It’s not that easy to do, is it? It’s hard to put into a few
words what we read, heard or saw. (Of course, for some of us,
even when we get a clear picture of what we want to say, it’s hard
to be brief!)
But In saying “goodbye,” Paul masterfully summarizes the
thrust of his letter in one long sentence (three verses in our
English Bibles). Let’s read it in its entirety, then we’ll take it apart
and examine what he had to say more closely.
Romans 16:25-27 Now to him who is able to establish
you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages
past, 26but now revealed and made known through the
prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that
all nations might believe and obey him – 27to the only wise God
be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

He could have signed off his letter by just using the first
three words and the last seven: Now to him . . . be glory forever
through Jesus Christ. Amen. But I’m glad he didn’t take that
shortcut –in between he inserts phrase after phrase about why
God alone gets the glory! Notice the little word “alone” in the
sermon title, and “only wise God” in verse 27.
Problem from beginning of history is that rather than
giving God the glory, others have wanted the glory themselves, or
at least to share God’s glory. But God doesn’t share his glory with
anyone!
E.g. Nebuchadnezzar. After God had delivered Daniel
from the lions’ den.
After God had rescued Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
from the fiery furnace when they refused to bow down and
worship the 90 foot tall statue of the king, twelve months
After Daniel interpreted the king’s dream and warned him
what would happen to him unless he acknowledged that Heaven
rules,
After all those things we read that Daniel 4:29,30 as the
king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he
said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal
residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my
majesty?”
Immediately he became like a wild beast, driven away
from people, forced to eat grass like cattle for seven years, until
he raised his eyes towards heaven and his sanity was restored, as
was his kingdom.
Now his tune has changed: Daniel 4:37 Now I,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of
heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways
are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.
The temptation to pride and self-glorification is not limited
to kings and queens. We all want people to notice us, to point at
us and say, “can you believe how _____________ fill the blank: how
smart, how handsome, how beautiful, how accomplished.
We are all driven to boast, we put our needs, our wants,
our popularity, our fame above the needs, wants, and fame of
others.

I’m not talking about having good self-esteem (which is
centered in knowing who you are in Christ), but going beyond
that to be our own “little gods.” To thinking the world revolves
around us and exists for our pleasure.
Neither is the tendency for selfish pride limited to
humans. For the first instance of wanting to usurp God’s glory
we must go back to the garden of Eden, where we are introduced
to Lucifer, the most marvelous and wonderful and glorious of
God’s archangels.
Sometime in eternity prior to that he evidently became
discontented with having the number two spot in the universe.
He wanted to be center stage! Now in Eden he lays the trap,
enticing Eve and her husband Adam to “become like God,”
knowing good and evil.
Fast forward 4,000 years or so and find him still trying to
take the glory that belongs to God alone. After Jesus had been
baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River, he was led by the
Spirit into the desert, where after fasting forty days and forty
nights Satan comes to tempt him. Final temptation Matthew 4:8
ff. The devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9”All this I
will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Matthew 4:10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!
For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only.’”
Paul reminds us in these three packed verses in Romans
why it is that we are to worship and serve and give the glory to
God alone. We won’t spend a lot of time, because we’ve already
gone into depth on each of the motifs he mentions here as we
went through the book of Romans. But let’s pull out some “bullet
points.”
Romans 16:25 Now to HIM WHO IS ABLE to establish
you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,
“Him who is able” – these words are talking about God’s
omnipotence and sovereignty. We’ve been reminded over and
over again in Romans that God is the One in charge. He is able to
make things happen!

In particular here Paul points out that God is the sole
source of stability and strength for the believer. The means he
uses is what Paul calls my gospel, referring to the good news that
Paul has been entrusted with and proclaimed. Just to be clear,
that good news isn’t about Paul! Not even what God has done for
him and through him. No, that good news he has declared is all
about Jesus Christ – the fact Romans 5:8 that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. The heart of the gospel is that Jesus
Christ, the righteous One, died for our sins and rose again,
eternally triumphant over all his enemies, so that now there is no
longer any condemnation to be feared but everlasting joy to be
enjoyed for those who trust in him.
As John Piper says, we never, never, never outgrow our
need for this gospel. We are made stronger every time we let its
reality sink in, until the day we go to be with him and see his glory
revealed totally unveiled.
Romans 16:25b, 26a according to the revelation of the
mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and
made known through the prophetic writings by the command
of the eternal God,
Summarize: Christ concealed is now revealed. Since the
sin of Adam and Eve, our human race has been waiting for the
coming redemption. Early in the letter Paul talked about
creation groaning for the coming of Christ. The Old Testament
prophets told of the coming of the Messiah, but not when He
would come.
I Peter 1:10-11 relates how the prophets searched
intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time
and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
glories that would follow.
Now the identity of the Messiah and the timing of his
coming has been revealed in Jesus coming in the flesh as a baby,
born in Bethlehem, dying thirty-three years later on a cross
outside of Jerusalem.
The gospel has its roots in eternity. It’s not something that
God came up with when creation went badly and sin entered the
world. It was by the command of the eternal God, who

foreordained before the foundation of the world that the spotless
Lamb of God would be slain as a substitutionary sacrifice for
mankind’s sin.
We discovered that another aspect of “the mystery” has to
do with God’s program of uniting believing Jews and Gentiles in
one body – his church.1
What is the purpose of his being revealed? Romans
16:26b so that all nations might believe and obey him.
The fact that Jesus has come for all nations and all people
is a major theme through Romans. Jew and Gentile alike stand
equally before God as sinners in need of the grace of God. John
3:16 God so loved the world that that he gave his one and only
son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life. He
Romans 16:27 to the only wise God be glory forever
through Jesus Christ! Amen.
Verses 25 and 26 reminded us that God is powerful.
Verse 27 reminds us that God is wise. In I Corinthians 1:172:16 and 3:18-20 Paul contrasts the wisdom of God with the socalled wisdom of this world. His point here is similar: God alone
is wise, and his people must seek him as the source of wisdom.
James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God. . .
God’s wisdom is beyond comprehension and beyond
comparison. In context, the wisdom of God points to God alone
having the wisdom to devise and execute the plan of salvation, by
which we must saved.2
There is no way any human mind could have thought up
the way of salvation. How to preserve God’s justice while at the
same time allowing him to save sinful men and women is beyond
us. We couldn’t think up a way of sanctification consistent with
the gospel of grace. We would either fall into legalism,
emphasizing earning and retaining salvation by good works (as
other religions such as Islam), or we would so emphasize grace
that we would forget about good works and godly standards of

behavior, making “anything goes” our motto (as does much of our
society today).
God created the world, he filled it, he organized it, and
gave everything purpose. He then created us humans – male and
female – in his own image and gave them a singular purpose: to
glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever. 3
These closing words of the letter not only give praise and
glory to God as the beginning and end of all things, but also praise
and glory to God as the only God.
He deserves and demands our exclusive worship. As the
first of the Ten Commandments says, “You shall have no other
gods before me” Exodus 20:3.
These words are opposed to polytheism and to all forms of
idolatry. This created a problem for early Christians as they
proclaimed the gospel to the Gentiles. In the Roman world of
Paul’s day a person was permitted to worship any number and
variety of gods. So, there was nothing inherently illegal in
worshipping the God of the Bible. The problem was that the Bible
demanded that only the God of the Bible, and no other god be
worshipped.
And the teaching of the New Testament is that Jesus - as
the Son of God and by nature very God - be offered exclusive
worship also.
Compare the story Matt Stromberg thinking he had lead a
Hindu boy to the Lord because he got him to repeat the sinner’s
prayer. Next day, when asked what religion he was by the
resident missionary, he proudly said, “I’m a Hindu!” He had
merely added Jesus to a few million other gods he worshipped.
In the first century, Christians were executed not because
they worshiped Jesus, but because they refused to worship Caesar
as well. They would not say, “Caesar is Lord.”
To break the first commandment you don’t need to
worship a pagan God like Zeus or Aphrodite or Krishna or even
the Roman emperor of the president of the United States. We do
it whenever we give some person or some thing the first place in
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As stated in the Larger Westminster Catechism

our affections – the place that belongs to God alone. We do it
most often when we substitute ourselves for God, assuming the
right to set our own moral standards.
INVITATION to confess putting ourselves, our desires,
“our kingdom” before the kingdom of God, loving some person,
some thing, and especially ourselves more than we love God.
How is it possible to glorify God and put him first in our
lives? The last phrase sums it up: through Jesus Christ. John
14:6 I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.
This is illustrated by something that happened as Jesus
cried “it is finished” on the cross. At that moment, the curtain of
the temple that separated the holy place from the most holy place
was torn in two from top to bottom. Behind that curtain was the
mercy seat of the ark of the covenant with the outstretched wings
of two cherubim, where the shekinah glory of God had descended
as a bright light when the tabernacle was dedicated. During the
forty years in the wilderness the Shekinah glory of God had been
a pillar of cloud by day and turned into a pillar of fire at night.
It was a symbol of the intense, holy presence of God that
was so pure and so terrible that no one could enter the Holy Place
and live. This is what any Jew would have immediately thought
about when someone spoke of God’s glory – an unapproachable
symbol of the greater and likewise unapproachable heavenly
glory.
On Mt. Sinai Moses had asked God to see his glory, and God
replied, “you may not see me and live” Exodus 33:20.
To see God’s glory is to see the infinite beauty and
greatness of God in all his holiness and many-faceted perfections
– something so brilliant that sinful man would disintegrate into a
pile of ashes if he were able to see it with naked eye.
When Jesus died and the curtain in the temple was ripped
in two from the top down, the way into the presence of God, into
the very presence of the manifestation of his glory, was now open.
Apart from Jesus’ death for sin none of us could approach God
and live. But now, because of that death and through faith in him

even the most wretched, sinful person can approach God joyfully
and without fear and offer worship that the Father will accept.
All this is possible only through Jesus Christ. It is through
him and him alone that we can know God, it is through him and
him alone that we can come to God,
The gospel of Jesus Christ crucified and risen is radiant with the
glory of God. Do you not love it? Can you not glimpse it?
Something deep in your soul is saying: “I was made for this! To
behold the glory of God and to become a glorious, God-reflecting
person.”
Open up your heart and receive the Lord Jesus Christ and
you will become a child of God. And if you become a child of God
you will love him and grow in him and become more and more
like him on this earth until the day comes He calls you home and
you behold him face-to-face in all his glory!
So let us all join our voices and say with Paul, [unison] To
the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ. Amen.
CLOSE singing together Oh the glory of your presence!

